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SECTION1 PLAN SUMMARY

The purpose of this 2015p@n SpaceandRecreatiorPlanis to provide a frameworkandguidefor
respongble conservatia and reaeatian plannirg in the City of Taunton Major gods of the plan
include preservilg and protectirg Taunton owster resairces,natural resourcesandcultural
resources, and providiragnple public recreationaloppatunitiesfor people of all ages and abilities.
The Open Space Canittee also hpes tomake the 2015 Plamore visble, moreaccessible (and
available), ananore user friendlyghorterandmoredirect). All of thisisbeing donein an effort to
better engage the community gomatential partners in suppat, and involvenent in, the
stewardshipf our natural,cultural,andrecreationalassets.

While continued évelopment ramains thegreaest threatto theC i t gpeh spaceand recreation
resources(by reducingthe amountof availabbe land and also by placing more public use
presure on the areasthat are availableas well asthe public infrastructure andunicipal
resources)alack of public awarenesof our natural and recreationakssetsandour plansto
protect,preserveandimprovethem, is justasgreat a treat. The Ci t lymitexd fundsand
competing denandshave madeland acquistion an undependable meansof land protection.
Actual protection of important landsin Tauntonhasbeenminimal during the last seven years.
Similarly, stagnant budgets, ireased responsibilégs, andinadequatstaffinghavemade
recreationatievelopnent, upgradesandimprovementsextremely challengingoverthe same time
period. Further challenges arose when City Hdfesed a devastating fire in 2010, and the seat of
local governrmentwasrelocatedo the former MaxhamSchool building orDak Street,a short
distancefrom the downtown. This taporary relocatiors still in effectas of this writing while the
historic City Hall buildhg awaits renovation.

Tauntonhasbeenvery activeoverthe yearsin improving existingconditionsin theurbancoreand
outlying former industrial andnill areas. Sincehe late 1906 s , toh lkaa vigorosly pursued a
strategy ofconcurrentlyedaiming brownfieldand bighted sites and reusg or repurposing the
mod suitabk land for conservatin, recreaion, affordable housing.cgcological retration related
projects. A recert example of this approad is the reclamation of a deterioratirg portion
of an underutilized parking lot behird the City Hall and Police Station that was
converta into an accesible public waterfrort park along the Mil | River (2011) This
park is also designal to be part of a green infrastructure strateg to prevent the
unabate flow of stormwater and sediment into the river. These creativappraches
to land reclamation ard repuiposing can potentially help tomeet the increased aends for
conservatia ard recreatim supply, help to offset the mpacts of developmme, address stormwater
andfloodingissuesand simultaneouslyimprovethecoomu ni t y6s qual ity of

Thecontentof 20150pen SpaceandRecreatiorPlanis consigen with the sta€'s currentOpen
SpaceandRecreatiorPlan Requiements,aswell as with the City of Taunton Master Plan.
Approvalof this updatel 2015 Open Space ad Recreatn Planby the MassachusettExecuive
Office of Energy and Bvironmentl Affairs6(EEA), Division of Conservatia Service (DCS)



enablesthe City to bemme eligible for land &quisition andrecreaiton facility reimbursement
funding throudh grart prograns administered bpCS.

Whatisin the Plan?

The core elments of the Open Space and Recredilam nclude: ananalysisof the City's natural
and cultural resourcegincludng scenic resouces unique environments and envronmental
problems); an invertory of consevation and reaeaton lands currently owned by the state,city
and private nonprofit groups; an analyss of community open space and recreatio needsand an
outline of thecommuni t goéls objectivesandthe adions propo®d to thoseneeds.

In summary, the 2015 Plan addresses the desire of the community to work toward achieving the
following broadlystatedgoals:

1. Protectandpreseve the quality andquartity of our ground ad surfacewvater resources

2. Preventhelossof our natural resources and habitat

3. Preventthefurtherlossof therural, cultural, and historicalqualitiesand asset®of the City

4. Develop a citywide multi-use trail systemincluding walking, hiking, biking, and water
access feafres, wherdeasble

5. Pramote coordinatedresponsibléand usemanagenent and planning

6. Expand andmprove recreational opportunitiésatpromote healthy life-long experiences
for residents of all ages and abilities



SECTION 2 INTRODUCTION
A. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this opespace plan is to prade a blueprintoy which local, state anikderal
officials, organizationsagenciesandprivatecitizens,might focustheir energiesandresouces
to address the conservation, open space,aneationneedsof the City of Tauntonoverthe
next severyears. Thé&pen Space Plan Conitteealsohopesthatin readingthis plan,the
public will becane acquainted, aeacquainted,with the unique natura resourcesand cultural
assetshataresuchanimportanta partof the history and character of tGgy of Taunton.

The 2015 Open Space and Rec@aklan is the |a&stin aseriesof updatesto the 1986 Open
Space and Recreation Plan, theeot having been oapleted in 1998 and007.

B. THE PLANNIN G PROCESSAND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

I n the spring of 20ffic8af Econbnec adiConymumity DeVebpnnt o n 6 s
(OECD)initiated a procesgo addresshe updating of the 2007 Open Spaead Recreation Plan.

Also, in the springof 2013,0ECD askedthe Southeastern Regional Planning and Eoaino

Developmnent District SRPEDD) toprovidetednical assistancéo the OpenSpacePlan

Conmmitteein orderto complete theipdateof the 2007 plan.

SRPEDDsecuredunding to provide technicahssistanceto the OpenSpaceCommittee. During
this time, with input fom the Open Space Pl&onmittee, SRPEDDdraftedanopenspace
survey. The Open Space Survey waade availabléo the public online throughSuwey
Monkey, with alink providedon the City of Tauntorgs website (hme page).Hard copies of the
surveywereavailableat City Hall, the TauntonPublic Library, the Councilon Aging, aswell as
atPark& Recreatiorfadlities. Thes u r varaylabilsy wasadvertisedn local cable,in the
local pressandat open/televisedneetings of the Conservatio CommissionandCity Council.

Theinitial surveywasconductedetweenlunel andAugust20 of 2013,andwaslaunchedy a
cover letter to the communifyom Mayor Hoye. Despitethelengthof time andavailability of
thesurvey,only 145responsewerereceivedn hard copy (41) and online (104) by the closing
date. Becase of thedw response ratehé Open Space Plan Camttee and SRPEDD decided
to postthe surveyagainbetweerOctoberl andNovember20,2013. Hard copysurveyswere
available for pickup and drogoff at City Hall and the publiclibrary, or couldagainbe mailedto
City Hall. Peoplewereaskednotto respondo the reposted survey ithey had previously
responded.Thesurveywaspublicizedin asimilar manner, and additional announaents were
madeto all municipaldepariments,committees,andconmmissionsin orderto gettheword out.
Thesecondoundof surveysbrought another 122 nesnses

C. ENHANCED OUTREACH

The OpenSpaceCommitteedeteminedthatthe City Hall and library would provile the best
pick-up anddrop-off pointfor papercopiesof the survey. This decisionwasmadein
consideration of the needs of the Envimem@l Justie (EJ), elderly, and ADA popuations The

3



t o w RJpapulationis located largelyn thedowntownarea, and in close prority to the
publiclibrary, HopewellPark,andMemorial Pak. Duringbothsurveycycles,surveyswere
madeavailableat theseparkfacilities aswell to afford the EJ populationadditionalopportunity
to paticipate in theprocess. All ofthe hardcopy pickup and drogoff locationsalsoprovide
public access by sidewalk, and public trasrgion (including all day fixed route us and diala-
ride service)and,all are ADA accessompatible.

Translationservicedor all meetings andfor instancesvhereEnglishisolationis alimiting
factor (or Lmited English Proficiency, LEP), wereade &ailablethrough SRPEDDes
necessary and upon request. pag of S R P E BDitl@ VI compliance progren, we identify
andincludeLEP populations.

Thechoiceof venuedor the public planningmeetingsconsideredraveldistanceandaccess
from all parts ofTaunton, as well as threecessibilityandacaommodationprovidedby the
facility itseff. Meetingswere hostedoy communityandregionalgroupsandheldat: the Boyden
Refuge (off of stak Rouk 44, to the souh and west), the Taunton Deptmnent of PublicWorks
Building (on Ingell Street between state Routes d138140,to the southandeast),andatthe
SRPEDD Office (on state Route 138thenorthof thedowntown. All three facilities have
accessibleommunity meetingrooms andrest roans, andaddressed all of the location,
transprtation, and accessibilitgoncerngliscusse@bove.

The infomation obtained in th@67 total responsesvasusedas one of the pmary means of
gaugingthep u b | needsansiconcerns.In addition to the surveysall OpenSpaceplanning
meetingswerepostedandopento the public.



SECTION 3COMMUNIT Y SETTING
A. Regional Context

The City of Tauntonis locatedin centralsouheasternrMassachusettwithin Bristol County. It

lies 18 miles north of Fall River, 22 miles northwes of New Bedford 18 miles northeas of

ProvidenceRhodelsland,and 16 miles southof Brockton. Tauntonis surroundedy the towns
of Norton and Eastonto the north, Raynhamand Middleboro (Plymouth County) to the east,
Lakeville (Plymouth County)to the southeastDighton and Berkley to the south,and Rehoboth
on the west. Tauntonis the third largestcity in Massachusettby land area(after Bostonand
Barnstable)ith atotal areaof 49.6squaramiles.

The city lies entirely within the watershd and floodplain of the Taunbn River and its several
confluenttributary rivers, including, the Three Mile River,theMill River, SnakeRiver, Cobb
Brook, FurnaceBrook, SegregansetRiver, and Cotley River. The Taunton River and its
tributaries have historically beenthe most valuable sharedregionalresourcefor the city, andits
neighbos along the Taunton The river has shape the city and r e g $ evatuion commerce,
recreationand characteover the past375 years(supportinga thriving colonial herringfishery;
iron and ship building industries thriving ports, the Weir in Tauntonbeing exceedednly by
Bostonand Providencein the mid to late 1800sin number of registeredvesselsand tonnage
handledand; once flourishing cotton textiémdsilver/pewterindustriesin the 20™ century).

The beginningsof T a u n t corpotateindustrilization in the early 1800stook the form of
heavy industry manufacturing mills producing locomotives and ship-sheathing. Subsequent
industrial growth included textile mills and silvergmiths, which in turn spurredan immigration
boom (from mostly migrants of Europeanancestry). This populationand econanic expansion
resultedin the dispersedgrowth of satellite villages and developnent into the cityd ®utlying
areas.

A starshapedconcentratiorof major roadsin the TauntonGreen,serving StateRoutes24, 44,
140,and 138, turnedthe city into a transportatiorhub. With the adventof theinterstatehighway
system, thes stak routes would come to provide eay acces to ard from Interstats 93, 95, 195,
295 and 495. Additionally,remnant rail lines from the a r e railésgsten, circa 1800, are still
being used for transporting goods amnalterials within the city perimeter.

More recently, Tauntond gevelopnent hasgiven diff erent sectionsof the City entirely different
characteristicsEastand West Tauntonhaveremainedmore rural, while centrd neighborhoods,
in and arourd the downtown hawe experieicedintenseresidentialandconmercial developnent.
By-productsof historic denseresidentialandindustrial developnentin thec i tuybansoreand
along its waterwaysare the associatedadverseenvironmental impactssuchas impaired water
guality and inadequatestomwater and wastewger treatment systens. Another trend is the
presencerehabilitation,and utilization of former brownfields i industrially contaminatedsites
thatarethec i tlegdcy fromthe Industrial Revolution.

B. A Brief History of Taunton

Native Peopleslike WampanoagNemasketsubgoup, primarily inhabitedTauntonandtraveled
alongold trails in the Hockamock Swamp andbesde the TauntonRiver andits tributaries.These
native peoples lived alorg the coas in spring and fall for harvest,dispersingin summer to more

5
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numerousagricultural sitesand grouping more closely at winter sites. Initial Eurgoean contct
with Native American populationsbegan in approxmately 1620 when the pilgrims settled at
Plymouth. Along with increasedtrading and interaction with the immigrants however,
epidemics of smallpox andotherfi n e diseaseslecmatedthe Native Americanpopulationin
the area.

The i T o wof Tauntonwas foundedin 1637 whenthe settlanentsof Tecticuttand Cohannet
mergedinto onecommunity. Tauntonbeganto grow arourd the Taunta River and the Taunton
Green,andlater radiatedoutwardswith the needfor more land. In 1662 Tauntm purchasd an

areaof 50 squaremiles north of the town, now known as Norton, Easton,Mansfieldand North

Taunton The sout purchasewhich followed in 1672 was a 12 square mile areg now known as

Dighton. With the two land purcheses Taunt;m expandd to appoximately 124 squaremiles.

Industrial and commercial developnent concentratedaround the Taunton Green while the

surroundingareagemainedmostly aswoodlandsandmeadows.

In the 1700s operatiors in iron production, suppied by the bog deposis of Scaddin¢g Pord (now
called Sabbath Lake) and pottery and brick-making industries supplied by rich deposits of clay
found along the Tauntan River, sprang up in the greate Taunta area.

During the earlyto mid-1800s Tauntonmills expandedcandcompanyvillagesgradially evolved.
Manufacturingindustriesin the area during this time includedthe iron industry, shipbuilding,
brickyards,then later, textile mills andfine silver goods.In 1864, Tauntonbecane a city, and
earnedthename i Si ICv e¢frpnd the silver factoriesbasedtherein. Sdtlement patternsbegan
to diversify from the city cener outwards,anddistinctresideitial neighborhoodsvith particular
architecturalbuilding forms were formed. The Industrial Revolution had establishd industrial
villages at Hopewell (cotton textile), Britanrniaville (pewter and silver), Whittenton (iron),
Oakland (cotton textile), East Taunton (cotton textile), and Westville (cotton textile), which
developedinto Tauntors middle and working class neighborhoodsThe building boom was
concentratedn Weir Village, where the first multi-family housingappeared.In quieter, less
industrializedareas|argesinge-family homes formore affluent ownerswerebuilt.

At the turn of the century, constructimm of stree railway (trolley) systens in Tauntonand
surroundingtowns revolutionized transportationin the region. First drawn by horses,later
electrified trolleys allowed area residentso dispensewith horsesand cartiages but still be able
to commuteto work or travel in all typesof weather.Many regionalsummerfi r e s waret
constructedat the endpointsof rail lines or stree railwaysto attractnon-commuter ridersmainly
on weekends.All too soon, this historicd period was transfamed with the rise of personal
transprtation. This drasticchangein transpet from masstransitto individual movementled to
the denise of the enviromentally friendy stred railway and trolley system.

Taunt on 6 s fisstrpospareddwingdoediVarl, thencrashedbutwassomewhat
buffered during the Great Depression of 19@h{pared to its surrounding cities when the
textile mills foundered)y its morediversified industrial bae, including the manufactureof
stoveshotair furnacesandotheriron products As innercity areas declined, peripheral
developnent assmed greatermportance. Roadsid@mmercial stripsalongthe newroadways,
andresidential develapent brought about more suburbanizehode of living.



C. Demographic Profile of Taunton

1. Population Characteristics

PopulationGrowth

T a u n tpopolaiengrowthtrendfrom the turn of the centuryto the presentshowsthat
the city went through a moderateincreaseover time, of abou 2,000 peopk annualy as
observedn Fig. 1.

Fig. 1. Taunton Population, 1910-2010
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Thedatademonstrat¢hat Tauntonmaintaineda stablepopulation gravth from 1910 to
2010.

Fig. 2 demonstratesthe rate of populationgrowth in the city of Tauntonalongwith its
neighboringcommunitiedor the past 30, 20,and10 years.

Fig. 2. Population Growth Rate:Taunton
and Neighboring Communities, 1980-2010
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In recentdecadesTauntonalmost approxmates the s t & tate @ population increase.
Given this trend, it is safeto assume that the city will not undergo arny dramatic rise
or declire in population in the nea future The sput of growth observe in the city and
throughoutheregionfrom 1980to 2000wasno longerevidentin recent years.



Clearly, a stark disparity in population growth betweenthe City of Tauntonand its
surroundingcommunities from 30 yearsago to the presentis unmistakable. While the
townsaroundthec i t bprdessexperiencedapid population growth during this period,
T a u n trabeofdesidentpopulationincrea® parallelel thes t a dlogv ate.

PopulationProjections

In order to help plan for future needs of communities,the regiorel planning agency
(SRPEDD) projectshe aread populationgrowth over the next two decadesbasedon
current U.S. Censusdata. Table 1 presets projected populatons for Tauntan and
neighboringcitiesaccordingo observedates of growth irbetween decades.

Table 1. Population Projectionsfor Taunton and

SRPEDDCitiesto 2030
2010 2020 2030
Attleboro 43,593 46,333 46,766
Fdl River 88,857 94,032 99,831
New Bedord 95,072 96,971 101,490
Tauwnton 55,874 59,253 63,169
Souce:U. S.CersusBureau,SRPEDD

In Tablel, T a u n ttotahpépslationof 55,874in 2010is projectedto increaseby about
7,000 more inhabitantsby the year 2030. This number assunes that no big pull factors
from the countryside(suchas a dramatic change in infrastructurelike transportationpr
theeconany) will enticemore peopleto becane city residents duringthattime.

PopulationDensity

The extert of crowding in the four cities which canbe figured out throughthe number of
occupantsn agivenareacanbeseenn Fig. 3

Fig. 3. Population Density: Taunton and
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In over three decades,Taunton maintaineda consistatly lower populationdensity, or
personsper squaremile, when comparedto other cities in the region (Fig. 3).
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New Bedfordhadfour timesmore, and Fall River hadabouttwice the populationdensity
of Taunton between 1980 and 2010.

PopulationAgeProfile

The recentchangesin age group distribution of T a u n t populétienover a 10-year
period:from 2000to 2010appeain Fig. 4.

Fig. 4. Taunton Population Age Groups, 2000-2010
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From the data(Fig. 4), therewas evidenceof the contrastbetveenthec i t dgdieasing
number of very young children and theprdly growing elderly population as of 2010.

T a u n tgeeathiulk of adult working popuation, specifically ages 25 to 54 years
old in 2000and 2010seaned econanically advantageougontemporarily, yet overtime,

therewill be fewer future earrers to replacethe active labor force and provide adequate
support for the dependent segntsof the population.

An indication of the pae of aging of T a u n tpopnlétisncan be gleanedthroughthe
median age oits residents, as displayed in Fig. 5.

Fig. 5. Median Age: Taunton vs. MA, 1980-
2010
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Fig. 5 revealsthat T a u n tpopnldtisnhad startedoff at a lower medan agethanthe
statein 1980, buthadovertakerthes t a meeli@nageby 2010.

Understading the age composition changes of Tant o npdpsilationis crucial in any
plan for useand optimum benefitof its future beneficiaries The city has only a modest
populationgrowth and has a robust labor force in 2010, but the residentsare aging
rapidly.

Comparedwith othercitiesin theregion, Tauntonis fortunateto havesufficientacreage
with which to planfor the needsof its residents, while attemptingto avoid any threatof
overcrowding.

Racialand EthnicProfile

T a u n trazialandetic populatbon hasundergone sone changes in three decades.
Table 2 sbws the extat of these hanges.

Table 2. Raceand Ethnic Population:
Taunton, 19802010
Race/Ethnic Groups 1980 2010
Number | Percent | Number Percent
Tota Population 52,334 55,874
White 50,642 96.8 48,742 87.2
Black 655 1.3 2773 5.0
Americanindian 49 0.1 142 0.3
Asian 112 0.2 560 1.0
Hawaian/Padgfic Is. 12 0.0 25 0.0
Other 864 1.7 3,632 6.5
Hispanic 1,352 2.6 3,058 55
Souce:U.S.CersusBureau

From a mostly homogenouspopulation (97% White) in 1980, Table 2 confirms that
T a u n traxial ansl ethnic composition had becane more multi-racial by 2010. The
percentchangean the numberof Black populationis overshadowedby the percem change
of thosewho classifiedthemselvesas i Qe r which includesa combination of races.
Additionally, the number and percentof Hispanicsin the city had doubledover the 30-

year period.

Thepercentthangesn eachracialand ethniccategoryfor 1980to 2010periodin
Tauntonandthe othercitiesin theregionareill ustrated inFig. 6.

Comparedwith its neighboringcities, the data coverirg 1980 to 2010 demonstrag that
T a u n tlosnad iss White population and the compersatory increaseof Blacks and
i Ot WRe rc eategorywere not as big as Fal Ri v eRurdhemore, the rise of the
Hispanicsin the city was not as high as New B e d f soduridgdthe three decades
examined (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 6. Percent Change in Racial/Ethnic
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Source: 113, Census Burean

Clearly,thenon-White or minority populations in Taunton and its nearby cities are
increasing, and their numbers will inevitably grovthe decades ahead. As needs and
interests in the use of open space varyaleg to racialandethnicpreferencesit
becanesvital for the planningprocesdo considertheracialand ethniccompositionof

the city a priority.

2. TauntonHouseholdCharacteristics

Household Types

Data on household structure angnpmsitioncategoriehave changeaverthedecades
sincedatacollectionwas startedacrossthe country. The most recent dataon household
typology for Taunto in presenteth Table3.

Table 3. HouseholdTypes
In Taunton, 2012

HouseholdTypes Number | Percent
Total househals 21,671
Family households 14,287 65.9
Female householder, musband
with <18 yrsold children 3,090 14.3
Householder living aloe 5,870 27.1
Household 65+ears livingalone 2,094 9.7
Household size 2.55
Souce:U.S.CersusBureau
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The 2012 data on household typed aunta (Table 3) showael tha two-thirds of the
households maained amily type or conventional households which consist of a
husband, a spouse, and their own children.tAeratype of fanily households were those
headedy womenwith no husbandpreset which canprised 14% in Taunton. An

alternativetype includesiouseholders/ho live by themselves, coprising less than
tenpercentin thecity asof 2012.

Household Size

A comparisonof trendsin averagenousehold sizevith the stateand countryis foundin
Fig. 7.

Fig. 7. Household Size, 1980-2010
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The number of personsin eachhouseholdhad dwindled from the 1980sto date. Even
while the declinein househdl size throughou the courtry was graduéd during the last

threedecales, the state and Taunbn experieced a fasterdecline thanthe whole nation
during the sme period (Fig. 7).

Elderly Living Arrangements

P e o plbngediy hasbeenprolongedwith the advanceof public healh along with the
availability of universal health care, thus the trend in longer active life demands
alternativeiving arrargements.The assunption of the elderly stayingor living with their

families no longerholds. The most recentdataon living arrangenentsamongthe older

population (65+years old) in Taunton asttiercities,aredisplayedn Table4.

Table 4. Elderly Living Arrangements: Taunton &
Nearby Cities, 2012

Taunton Fall River | New Bedford
Total households 22,332 38,457 38.761
6,465 13,428 12,550
Householder living done (29%) (35%) (33%)
% Male65+ 12.8 15.8 14.4
% Female 65+ 16.1 19.1 8.6

Souce:U.S.CersusBureau
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